
CALIFORNIA DECIDES THAT SMOKING MARIJUANA CAUSES CANCER 

  

Re: SB 119 and AB 804 - the New Jersey “medical” marijuana bill 

  

To the New Jersey Legislature  

  

A few days ago, the California Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment declared that 

marijuana smoke causes cancer (attached). This was after an extensive review of over 30 scientific 

papers and a hearing.              The “medical” marijuana bill permits smoking marijuana for a variety of 

conditions. The bill does not just apply to terminal conditions or cancer. Under section 3 of the amended 

bill it also applies to seizure disorders, epilepsy, muscular spasticity, glaucoma, HIV/AIDS, Lou 

Gehrig’s Disease, multiple sclerosis or any other medical condition or its treatment that is approved by 

the Department of Health. Smoking marijuana can cause cancer in all these people.         No 

approved medicines are smoked. It is difficult to administer safe and regulated dosages of medicines in 

smoked form. Furthermore, studies show that use of marijuana can create entirely new health problems. 

[FN1] Please read the attached studies. For example: 

  

1. A recent study from Harvard Medical School shows that marijuana use in any form by people with 

HIV/AIDS opens the door for the virus that causes Kaposi's Sarcoma an often fatal form of cancer. In 

addition, contaminants of marijuana smoke contain bacteria and fungi. This puts those with impaired 

immunity at risk such as those with HIV/AIDS. [FN2] 

  

2. A recent study shows that marijuana smoke has ammonia levels 20 times higher than tobacco smoke. 

Marijuana has hydrogen cyanide, nitric oxide, and aromatic amines at 3-5 times higher than tobacco 

smoke. [FN3] There has been a great public effort in New Jersey to curtail tobacco because of its effects 

on health but the advocates of “medical” marijuana still promote smoking marijuana. Do we want 

people smoking marijuana around kids? 

  

3. Another study shows that that marijuana smokers face rapid lung destruction - as much as 20 years 

ahead of tobacco smokers. [FN4] 

  

4. A just released study shows that marijuana damages DNA and that it is toxic to the body. [FN5] 

  

For a drug to be acceptable, its beneficial results must outweigh the adverse effects, especially when the 

claim is made that it can be used repeatedly as “medicine.” Although the bill intends to help people, an 

unintended consequence of using marijuana is that it will harm people. Until we know more, please do 

not approve marijuana as medicine. 
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