David G. Evans, Esq.
Executive Director
Drug Free Schools Coalition
203 Main St., PMB 327
Flemington, NJ 08822
908-284-5080
fax 908-284-5081

Dear Law Enforcement Friends:

Under the "medical™ marijuana bill a young woman over 18 will be able to obtain marijuana if
she has a "medical condition™ that produces "severe nausea.” (Section 3 of the bill). This can
include pregnancy. Women often have severe nausea in their first trimester. Pregnancy is a
medical condition.

Enclosed is a study showing the link between marijuana use in early pregnancy and childhood
cancer. This is an example of how this well intended bill can have unintended and devastating
consequences.

Of course, the bill could be amended to exclude pregnant women but there may be other
consequences of marijuana use similar to this that are unknown. That is why we should stay with
our normal FDA drug approval process. The FDA provides information on the risks of a drug in
the package insert. Until we know more about marijuana it should not be approved as a
medicine.

There is no package insert for smoked marijuana. This bill allows you to grow your own
medicine and you decide the dose and purity. Smoking is a very poor way to deliver a drug.
There is no way to calculate the dose of smoked marijuana because there is no way to determine
how much is actually being inhaled. There is no way for a patient to determine the strength of
marijuana necessary. In addition, the harmful chemicals and carcinogens that are byproducts of
smoked marijuana create new health problems.

Please contact your legislators and ask them to vote no on Senate Bill 119 and Assembly Bill
804.



@Sr

- _ ingerlink
I 1: Cancer Causes Control. 2006 Jun;17(5):663-S. ~ ahrsmiFra

Links

Maternal use of recreational drugs and neuroblastoma
in offspring: a report from the Children's Oncology
Group (United States).

Bluhin EC, Daniels J. Pollock BH, Olshan AF; Chiidren's Cncology Group {United States).

Department of Epidemiciogy, University of North Carofina at Chapel Hill, CB #7435, Chapel Hill, NC
27599-7435, USA.

OBJECTIVE: To evaluate whether materna!l use of recreational drugs around conception and pregnancy
influences the risk of childhood neuroblastoma. METHODS: Self-reporied use of recreational drugs fram
one month prior tc pregnancy until diagnosis was assessed among mothers of 538 children with
neurobiastoma (diagnosed 1992-1994 and identified through the Children's Cancer Group and Pediatric
Oncology Group) and 504 age-matched controls {identified by random-digit dialing). Odds ratios (OR) and
95% confidence intervals (Cl} were estimated using unconditicnal logistic regression, adjusting for age at
diagnesis and household income. RESULTS: Maternal use of any illicit or recreational drug around
pregnancy was associated with an increased risk of neuroblastoma in offspring (OR = 1.82, 5% CI: 1.13,
3.00), particularly use of marijuana in the first trimester of pregnancy (OR = 4.75, 95% CI: 1.55, 16.48).
Marijuana use in the month before pregnancy did not increase risk. The effect of gestational marijuana
exposure was strongest In subjects diagnosed before age one. Evaluation of recreaticnal drugs other than
marijuana was limited by infrequent use, and analyses of drug use by fathers were not carried out due tc
missing data. CONCLUSIONS: Maternal recreational drug use and marijuana use during pregnancy were
asscciated with increased risk of neuroblastoma in offspring. Further examination of these drugs and the
risk of chilchood cancer is warranted.
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tior AbG General Information About Neuroblastoma

Stages of Neuroblastoma Key Points for This Section

Progressive/Recurrent
Neuroblastoma
vhigh malignant (ganger) cells fanm 1n nerve tssue of the adrenal

Treaiment Option Overview

Treatment Options for - ?—’E)s'sabiémsrgns of neurablastoma éncitade_ bone pain and g lumg in the abdomen nack  or chest
Neurgblastoma - Tests that examine many differant body tissues and fluids are used to detect (find) and diagnose
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To Learn More About neurobiastoma.
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Charges to This Summary
{07/01/2008] . . . . . . -
Neuroblastoma is a disease in which malignant (cancer) cells form in nerve tissue of

About PDA the adrenal gland, neck, chest, or spinal cord.

Page Options ,
Neuroblastoma offen begins in the nerve tissue of the adrenal glands. There are lwo adrenal giands one
=& Prnt Trus Page on top of each kidney in the back of the upper abdomen. The adrenal glands produce mportart hormornes

that help control heart rate, biood pressure, blood sugar, and the way the body reacts 1o stress
Neuroblastoma may also beginin the chest. In nerve fissue near the spine in the neck. or i the spinal word
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Neuroblastoma most often begins during early childhood. usualiy in chiidren younger shan 5 years !

Quick Links sometimes forms before birth bu:‘is usually found later, when the iumar‘begiﬁs o grow and cause
symptoms. In rare ceses, neurobiastoma may be found before binth by fetal ulirasound

Girectors Corner

Dicticnary of Cancer Terms Sy the time neurcblastoma s dingnaosed, the cancer has usually melastasized (spread). most often 1o the

NG Drug Dictionary tymph nodes, bones. bane marrow. liver. and skin.

Funding Opportunities

NCI Publizations

Advisary Boards ard Groups

Serving Peagie

{See the PDQ summiary on Neurobiastoma Screening for more information.)

Possible signs of neuroblastoma include bone pain and a lurnp in the abdomen, neck,
or chest.

Espaiiol

The most comman symptoms of neuroblasioma are caused by the tumor pressing on nearby tissugs as it
grows or by cancer spreading to the bone These and other sympioms may be caused by nauroblasioma
* 1-800-4-CANCER Giher conditions may cause the same symptoms A doctor shouid be consulied if any of the following

= LiveHelp® onine cnat probiems accur

Questions about cancer?

Lumg in the abdomen. neck. or chest

Bulging eyes.

Dark circles around the eyes ("piack eyes"

Bone pain.

Swaollen stomagh and trouble breathing in infanis

Fainless blush lumps under the skinin infants.
Weakness or paralysis (loss of abliity (0 move & body part)
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NCI Highlights

Report to Nation Finds
Declines 1n Cancer Incigence,
Death Rates

High Dose Cnemotherapy
Prolongs Surwival for
Leukera

Prostate GCancer Stuoy Shows
N Benefit for Seignium,

Less common signs of newroblasioma include the following:

e fever

» 3horness of breath

* Feeiing tired

+ Easy bruising or bleeding

« Peiechiae (fiat, pinpoint spots under the skin caused by bleeding)

hitp://www.cancer.gov/cancertopics/pdg/treatment/neuroblastoma/patient 1/30/2009
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Past Highlights
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High bicod pressure

Severe walery diamhea

Jerky muscle movements

Uncontrolled eye movement.

Swelling of the [egs. ankles. feet, or scrotum.
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Tests that examine many different body tissues and fluids are used to detect (find)
and diagnose neuroblastoma.

The following iests and procedures mey be usad

+ Physical exam and history: An exam of the body to check general signs of health nciuding checking
for signs of disease, such as lumps of anything eise thal seems unusual. A history o1 the palien’'s
health habits and past Hinesses and treatments will aiso be taken.
certain substances. An unusual {higher or lower than normaly amouni of a substance can be a sigr of
diseass in the organ or tissue that makes it A higher than normial amount of the subsiances
homovaniliic acid (HMA) and vaniliyl mandeiic acid {VMA} may be a sign of neurcblastoma

e Blood chemistry studies: A procedure in which a bisod sampie is chacked 1o measure the amounts of
certain substances released into the blood by organs and tssues in the body. An unusual thigher or
iower than normal) amount of a substance can be a sign of disease in the organ or tissue that makas
it. A higher than normal amount of the hormones dopamine and norepinephring may be a sign of
neuroblastoma.

« Cyingenetic analysis A laboratary test in which cells in 2 sampie of tissue are wiewed under a
micrascope to look for certain changes in the chromosomes

e Bone marow aspirabon and bippsy  The removal of bone marrow, bload. and & small piecs of bonse by
inseding & hollow needie into the hipbone or braastbone. A pathologist views the bone marrow . bicod,
and bone under a microscope to [ook for signs of cancer.

e Biopsy The removal of celis or tissues so they can be viewed under a microscope by a pathologis! fo
check for signs of cancer.

e Xoay An x-ray is a type of energy beam that can go through the hody and onto film, making & pict.are
of areas inside the body.

e CT scan (CAT scan) A procedure that imakes a senies of detailed pictures of areas inside the body
waken frem different angles. The pictures are made by a computer inked {5 an x-ray machine. A dye
mav be injected into a vein or swaliowed to heip the organs or ussues show up more cearly. This
procedure is aiso calied compuied tomography. computerized tomagraphy o7 computarized axial
tomegraphy

» Neuroiogica! exam: A series of quesiions and t2sls to check the brain. spral cord. and rerve function
The exam checks 2 person’'s mental status. coordination. and adiiity to welk normally and how well the
muscies. senses. and reflexes work. This may aiso be called a neure exam or a neursiegic exarm.

e Ultrasound exam: A procedure in which high-energy sound waves (ultrasuund) are bounced off
internal fissues or organs and make =choes. The echoes form & picture a7 hady tssues called 2
sonagram The picture can be printed to be looked at latar

» Immunohistochemstry study: A laboratory festin which a substance such as an antibody, dye. or
radioisotope 1s aaoed 1o a sample of cancer tissue 1o test {or centain antigang This type of study s
used te el the difference between different types of cancer

Certain factors affect prognosis {chance of recovery) and treatment options.

he prognesis (chance of recovery) and treatment cplions depend on the following

Age of the chiild when diagnosed.
Siage of the cancer.

Where the tumaor 1s in the body.
Tumor histology (the shape functiun, and siructure of the tumaon cellsh.

Prognasis and treatment Jecisions for neurobiastorna are alzo affected by tumor hiology, which includes.

The patterns of the lumor celis.

Haw different the tumor cells are from normal cefls
How fast the tumor cells are growing

The number of chromosomss in the tumor cails
How many copies of the N-myc gene there are

The tumor biclogy is said 1o be favorabie or unfavorable, depending ori these factors A favarable tumor
hinlogy means there s & belter chance of recovery
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