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TELLTALE ISOTOPES IN MARIJUANA ARE NATURE’S TRACKING DEVICES  

Every so often, a package of marijuana arrives in Jason B. West’s mail at the University 
of Utah in Salt Lake City. While Dr. West may not be the only one on campus receiving 
deliveries of illegal drugs, he is probably the only one getting them compliments of the 
federal government.  

 Dr. West’s marijuana supply is decidedly not for consumption. It is meticulously 
cataloged and managed, repeatedly weighed to make sure none disappears, and 
returned to the sender (a laboratory at the University of Mississippi) or destroyed when 
he is done with it.  

 With financing from the Office of National Drug Control Policy, Dr. West, 34, is creating 
a model that can identify the geographic origin of cannabis plants based on certain 
chemical calling cards. The agency hopes to use the research to help decide where to 
concentrate its resources. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2007/08/21/science/21mari.html?_r=1&oref=slogin&ref=s
cience&pagewanted=print 
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